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Water Safety Scotland

Minutes of the 8th Meeting held on the 7th June 2016

1100-1500

Argyll and Bute Council, Victoria Halls, Helensburgh

	Item
	
	Action

	1.
	Welcome and Introduction
Michael Avril, chair of Water Safety Scotland, welcomed everyone to the8th Water safety Scotland meeting and thanked everyone for their efforts in attending. He mentioned a few new faces and a round-robin introduced new and old members. 
MA thanked Iain MacKinnon, Argyll and Bute Council for hosting the meeting and mentioned it would be much appreciated for organisations to put themselves forward to host the December meeting. Please inform Christie if you can host the meeting in December
The Next Water Safety Scotland Meeting will take place on the 6th September 2016, 1100-1500 at Falkirk Wheel.

In Attendance:
Becs Miller, RNLI
Christie Burnett, RoSPA

Dave Rossetter, Glenmore Lodge

David Birrell, Volunteer
Dean Cowper, Scottish Government

Elizabeth Lumsden, RoSPA

George Baggley, SFRS

Gillian Barclay, Scottish Government 

Helen Miller, North Ayrshire Council

Iain Mackinnon, Argyll and Bute Council

Jayne Smith, Scottish Swimming

James Jopling, Samaritans

Liza Linton, RYA

Kenny MacDermid, RLSS

Michael Avril, RNLI 

Tim Doran, RNLI 
Yvonne Beresford, West Lothian Council
	ALL

	2
	Apologies
Andrew Blake, Orkney Council

Bryan Finlay, RLSS UK

Carol Dick, Scottish Water

Cheryl Smith, Aberdeenshire council

Darren Lewis, RNLI

Frank Creighton, Outer Hebrides Council

Grant Murray, Scottish Water

Jason Burns- Sweeny, Scottish Canals

James Allan, RYA

John Reid, Highland Council

Lee Heard, RLSS

Lisa Stuart, Safe Tay

Mike Garfitt, RNLI

Murray Humphries, Loch Watch Loch Awe

Paul Richardson, Scottish Borders Council

Roddy Macinnes, Aberdeenshire Council

Steve Muldoon, MCGA

Stuart Stevens, SFRS

Thomas Barrett, Police Scotland
	

	3
	Brief from the Chair

· MA mentioned there had been 38 drowning related fatalities this year and highlighted a great need for our work to continue
· Highs of 2016- agreed MoU, education sub group formed, and a policy sub group ready to start- Please let us know if you want to be part of the Policy Sub group 
· Respect the Water-the group watched a video from the RNLI around Respect the Water and how organisations can get involved- if you would like any resources to promote Respect the Water please get in touch with Michael. Visit www.respectthewater.com  for more information
	ALL

ALL


	4
	Secretary Report
· Child Safety Week, 6th-12th June- CAPT are focusing this year’s child safety week on the overuse of technology. A resource pack was sent round, where topics of drowning are discussed, all members to see how they could get involved.

· Clare Adamson, MSP, launched a motion in parliament around Child Safety. The debate took place on the 8th June at 5.30pm. To watch the debate follow the link: http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10458&i=96337&c=1925306&s=child%2520safety%2520week
· I will be leaving RoSPA on the 22nd June to join Police Scotland- Thank you for all putting in the hard work to make this group productive and successful, I hope it continues as I know there is great potential here. All the best to everyone- it has been great working with you! 
· See full secretary report: http://www.watersafetyscotland.org.uk/members/
· Kenny MacDermid, RLSS mentioned Drowning Prevention Week- 18th- 26th June. A resource pack will be sent round members with information on how to support the campaign.

· A joint education resource has been created by the RLSS and the RNLI- to download and access the film clip please follow instructions on document (attached in email 9th June). This film can be used to highlight drowning prevention in schools/group talks ect. You must register to receive the video.
	ALL

	5
	Minutes from Previous Meeting Held on 16th June 2015
A) Accuracy
· There were no amendments highlighted regarding the minutes of the seventh meeting
B) Matters Arising

· There were no matters arising from meeting 
The minutes were proposed by Dave Rossetter and Seconded by Becs Miller
	

	6
	Vote of Acceptance for the MoU

All Members agreed and accepted the change to the MoU 
	

	7
	7 Day Action Points
· Members were reminded from the previous meeting of the 7 day action point, which proved very successful in getting everyone onboard to achieve a task within the following 7 days of the meeting

· Kenny asked all members to write down a 7 day action on a post it and hand it in before the end of the meeting. 


	

	8
	Logic Model 

· MA welcomed everyone to look at the logic model; the writing in red has been edited and needs your approval.

· KM mentioned he, RLSS, has been working on a data system (2013-2015 WAID data) to map drowning fatalities and accidents- this information will be ready and available as of the 1st of July to co-inside with Drowning Prevention Week.  

Data on the logic model can be adjusted when we have 2015 stats available.

· Demographics: Dean Cowper- I notice the age groups are different to National picture?

· KM: The national picture is younger with drowning in the 17-21 age groups where as Scotland has an older picture of drowning- another reason for us to focus in on a Scottish strategy. 
Having these stats available to us will help aid the long term vision of water safety in Scotland.
· YB: How achievable are these outcomes/outputs?

· MA: We are at the start of a 10 year journey, it will take partnership working to achieve these but that is why we are here

· KM: We are making headway in the right direction

· LL: Awareness needs to be raised in more areas- I sit on an outdoor sports group and will happily share information from WSS with the partners from here. 

· DR- Outdoor centres are working on sharing information about near misses- they are collecting this data, Kenny to feed into this

· Should you have any concerns or opportunities for the logic model please get in touch with Michael Avril.

· GB- suggestion to have an activity within the logic model to looking at helping families who have lost loved ones to drowning

I have spoken to Alex Rowley who is keen to hold an evening in the Scottish Parliament where we can get MSPs to sign up to the pledge to reduce drowning by 2026.

· EL- agreed to sit with Michael to go over aspects of the logic model
	KM

ALL
EL/MA

	9

	James Jopling, Samaritans
James Jopling presented on water related suicides, in 2014 there were 700 deaths due to suicide across the UK, to view his presentation please visit: 
· GB- my remit within the fire service is to look at suicide prevention, feed into suicide prevention groups.

· The forth road bridge has high rates of suicide, James mentioned it takes small prompts to make people think again about taking their own lives- maintaining a local presence, tools of conversation and paper resources can help

· YB- Has any research been done on the new bridge?

· MA- the New bridge will have motorway regulations, no pedestrians will be able to access this. However this does leave the old bridge more accessible to pedestrians.

· BM- Would be good to have ‘guardian angles’ walking along the bridge just speaking to people and helping raise awareness. We have a lot of people who attempt suicide and we see them more than once coming back to the same spot. How do we deal with this?

· CB: Not many people know how to deal with suicide- it is a very tricky subject to talk about but it does happen. I wonder if we can team up with front line workers and get them talking about how it makes them feel- make a video. Perhaps we should create a suicide task group
· JJ- there is a lot of stigma around suicide and mental health- we need to challenge actions that could be taken in the future. Engage members of the public from all aspects of life to get them thinking and talking about mental health.

· YB- What about engaging hairdressers? Lots of people spend a lot of time there.

· IM- Target this through social media?

· DC- the Scottish Government have a suicide prevention strategy- I could feed back to them and see how WSS can be involved

· JJ- Stakeholder mapping needs to be done to determine who would be best suited to help out and engage with.

· YB- What about the Scottish Ambulance Service?

· KM- Bryan Finlay sits on this group and can represent them ambulance service.

· DC- Is suicide prevention in our remit as water safety?

· TD- As lifeguards there are small things we can do to help with prevention.

· MA- we shouldn’t be leading on this but we can assist 
	ALL

DC



	10
	Education Sub Group Update
· Members met for the first time in April where it was agreed we needed to change the strategy to suit Scotland.
· DR- It reads too narrow, there needs to be a separate section for water safety and swimming lessons

· KM- Dave, can you please email me your comments on this section

· Water safety Scotland have taken over the admin for the project- organising school visits and planning peer educator days with the secondary school pupils and the delivery to primary schools. 

· The First Peer Educator session took place at St Columbas Primary school in Fife, 12 pupils were trained by the team (Becs. Kenny, Joanne, Pam and PCs)- they were extremely enthusiastic and brought very creative ideas to the table- they will be carrying out presentations over the next 2 weeks to surrounding Fife Primary Schools

· Planning to change the name to a tribute to Cameron-  Gillian 

· Newton Mearns Secondary schools will be targeted throughout June – Police and fire onboard

· Planning to return to Fife High Schools to reach the new S1 pupils next school term
· Next education sub group meeting will be held in August.

	DR

	11
	Policy Sub Group Update 

· Looking to start up a policy sub group meeting- if you are interested please get in touch with WSS email

· The sub group will look at addressing a water safety policy/plan for every local authority.

· Can council members find out if any work has been done on a water safety policy? And please provide Michael with the contact information.

	ALL

Council Staff 

	12
	Close

· The group watched the joint resource video from the RLSS and RNLI- to download this video please follow the instructions sent round in 9th June email. Further information can be found on the RLSS website- Drowning Prevention Week
· Michael Avril thanked James for coming along and speaking with us today, Iain Mackinnon, Argyll and Bute council for providing the venue and the catering and the members of the group for coming along and making an input
	ALL

	13
	Date and Time of Next Meeting

The Next Meeting will be the 6th September 2016, 1100-1500 Falkirk Wheel
· Future Dates for your diary:  6th December 2016

7th March 2017

6th June 2017

5th September 2017

5th December 2017 Has KM agreed these dates ?
· If you would like to host a WSS meeting please email watersafetyscotland@rospa.com
	ALL

ALL
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