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Water Safety Scotland

Minutes of the 5th meeting held on the 8th September at 11am

Royal Commonwealth Pool, Edinburgh


	Item
	
	Action

	1.
	Welcome and Introduction
Michael Avril, chair of Water Safety Scotland, welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked everyone for their efforts in attending. He mentioned a few new faces and a round-robin introduced new and old members. 
In Attendance:

Christie Burnett, RoSPA

Michael Avril, RNLI

Kenny MacDermid, RLSS
Andrew Blake, Orkney Council

Becs Miller, RNLI

Cheryl Smith, Aberdeenshire Council 

Darren Lewis, RNLI

Dave Rosetter, Glenmore Lodge

Dean Cowper, Scottish Government

Elizabeth Lumsden, RoSPA

George Baggley, SFRS

Grant Murray, Scottish Water

Iain Mackinnon, Argyll and Bute Council 

Jayne Smith, Scottish Swimming

John Reid, Highland Council 

Lee Heard, RLSS 

Murray Humphries, LochWatch LochAwe

Yvonne Beresford, West Lothian council

Jeff Spencer, SFRS

Scott Symon, SFRS
	

	2
	Apologies
Andy Murray, Scottish Canoeing association

Bryan Finlay, RLSS
David Birrell, Fife council

Derek Wilson, SFRS

Diane Kane, East Dunbartonshire Council

Frank Creighton, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar

Helen Miller, North Ayrshire Council

Ian Hanley, Inverclyde Council

Jennifer McOmish, Perth and Kinross Council

Malcolm Russell, Orkney Council 

Norman Patterson, Scottish Water

Stuart Stevens, SFRS

David Gorman, RNLI

Rab Middlemass, SFRS
	

	3
	Brief from the Chair

· 20 fatalities since last meeting on 16th June 2015
· Next NWSF meeting is on 23rd of September which Michael will be attending

· RoSPA Scotland’s Big Book of Accident Prevention mentions Water Safety Scotland http://www.rospa.com/public-health/scotlands-big-book/
· MA thanked everyone for their comments on the MoU for membership with the NWSF. 

· NICE Report: http://watersafetyscotland.org.uk/resources/
· Reminded the group to send in photographs for the contact page on WSS website


	ALL

	4
	Secretary Report
· CB asked for submissions for the Child Safety Scotland website. Updates need to be made in October. Please send in updates to cburnett@rospa.com
	ALL


	5
	Minutes from Previous Meeting Held on 16th June 2015
A) Accuracy
· There were no amendments highlighted regarding the minutes of the third meeting
B) Matters Arising

· There were no matters arising from meeting 
· The minutes were proposed by IM and Seconded by GM
	

	6
	Alice McGarry and Gillian Barclay 
· KM welcomed Councillor Alice McGarry and Gillian Barclay to Water Safety Scotland

· Alice told a story of 40 years ago when she witness her first drowning of a 12 year old boy. She mentioned how the friends of the boy blamed themselves and from then on she witnessed more and more drowning happening in Inverkeithing. 
· Alice mentioned the work of Inverkeithing to raise awareness of Water Safety and has worked in partnership with the RLSS, SFRS and Police Scotland to create a water safety programme in Fife schools. 
· Alice mentioned Inverkeithing would not forget those who have lost their lives 

· Gillian Barclay spoke about her son, Cameron Lancaster, who tragically lost his life at Preston Hill Quarry on the 24th of August 2015. She told the group about the impact his death has had on her family and Cameron’s three siblings. 

·  
	

	7

	PC Katie Blackwell and Becs Miller
· PC Katie Blackwell mentioned the 3 main areas of anti-social behaviour in the Fife area: Aberdour Beach, Preston Hill Quarry and a Derelict Church. 
· She mentioned there is only so much patrolling the police can do of these areas, bus loads of youths come to Preston Hill Quarry on the last day of term. People look to the emergency services to fix the problem of anti social behaviour in these areas.

· Becs Miller, RNIL went on to mention ways in which we can prevent these tragic accidents form happening and ways we can improve awareness of the dangers of the water. 

· Crucial Crew, Life guarded beaches, education programme

	

	8
	Members Discussion
· PR- We see similar situations in different communities, educational programmes are always useful. 

· DR- Tapping into areas of outdoor education
· GM- We need a consistent, joined up message. Education is important but we need to find something to have that edge. Peer pressure is a big issue.
· GB- Cameron’s sister went co-steering in a safe and supervised environment because she wanted to feel what it was like to jump from a cliff. We need more opportunities at Primary School age to do things like this in a safe manner. 

· DR- West Dunbartonshire Council have removed their outdoor centre due to lack of funding.

	

	9
	Workshop- What is going on in your area? What could be done?
· What’s going on in your area? Please send examples to Water Safety Scotland so we can capture practice going on across Scotland.
· See website for full workshop discussion
	ALL


	10
	Logo
· Our Logo will now be used for all WSS correspondence. To get the PDF of the logo please email watersafetyscotland@rospa.com 
	

	11
	Tasking Groups
· It was suggested the group should create a strategy and a work programme so we can progress forward.
· MA asked for those who wished to be involved in writing the strategy to email watersafetyscotland@rospa.com with ideas to be involved

· It was suggested by members that tasking groups should be created in Education and other points which will be looked at when the strategy is developed.
	ALL

	13
	Date and Time of Next Meeting
· The Next Meeting will be the 8th December 2015
· Future Dates for your diary: 

8th March 2016
7th June 2016

6th September 2016

6th December 2016

· If you would like to host a WSS meeting please email watersafetyscotland@rospa.com

	ALL

	14
	Close

· MA thanked everyone once again for their attendance 
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