Water Safety Scotland- Terms of Reference

Name

· The group will be known as Water Safety Scotland (WSS)
Aim

· The aim of Water Safety Scotland is to consider and understand the key risks in Scotland and engage with partners to develop a consistent approach to the prevention of drowning, water related deaths and unintentional injuries in and around water.
Objectives 
· Contribute to WAID database to build up information on water related accidents and incidents in Scotland.  
· Encourage all Local Authorities to adopt a localised Water Safety Policy using a consistent and national framework and gain the support of government for this.
· Support the delivery of drowning prevention messages in and around Scotland and water safety strategies and campaigns. 

· Provide consistent and uniform messages across Scotland.

· Work in partnership with local authorities, the rescue services, the Scottish Government and relevant third sector organisations across Scotland and the UK to prevent drowning and reduce water related accidents. 
Frequency of Meetings

· The group will meet quarterly
Quorum

· There must be a quorum during meetings when making decisions and there should be a minimum of 25% of members attending when making a decision.

Outputs

· Safety publications
· Safety information on Water Safety Scotland website
· Promulgation of safety messages by member organisations
· Provide appropriate input to the National Water Safety Forum
Members

· By invitation and agreement of Water Safety Scotland members.
· New members will be invited along to the meeting however it must be agreed by all current members before they can join the group on a regular basis.
Methods of working

· Formal meetings will be kept to a maximum of four per year.

· The agenda will be formed from;

· Items submitted by member organisations

· Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting

· Correspondence received 

· The group is currently chaired by the RNLI, however any other representative may propose a change of chair in advance of a meeting of the group, in which case, the matter will be decided by majority vote of the representatives present.

· The Secretariat for the group will be provided by RoSPA
· The Group will have a Chair and Vice Chair who will be elected by the group every 12 months
Communication

· Minutes of each meeting will be circulated electronically by RoSPA.
· All communication should go through watersafetyscotland@rospa.com
