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What is the National Water Safety Forum

(NWSF)?

e Established in 2006 with
origins linked to the Dept
for Transport Select
Committee review

 Work with 40 organisations
and network of 300.

* Developed the collation of
statistics through WAID
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The numbers...
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Figure 1: UK Water related fatalities by suspected or confirmed outcome (WAID 2010-2013)




The numbers...
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The numbers...
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What does the data/research tell us?

86 people might have
survived (2010-2013) if
they had worn a lifejacket
or buoyancy aid.’

51% of children aged 7-11
years (KS2) cannot swim
25 meters unaided.
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What do the numbers mean?

“drowning in the UK accounts
for more accidental fatalities
annually than fire deaths in

the home or cycling deaths
on the road.”

“In almost half of all fatal incidents

(44%) the person had no intention
of entering the water”
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“Collaboration is essential if
we are to succeed in reducing
fatalities around the waters
of the UK”

“ A step change-in our
approach is needed”
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What is the National Drowning Prevention
Strategy for the UK?

A Future Without Drowning

PURPOSE:

Prevent accidental drowning fatalities in the UK by
working in partnership to ensure consistent guidance
for the safe enjoyment and management of activities
in, on and around water.

AlM:

Reduce accidental drowning fatalities in the UK by
50% by 2026 and reduce risk amongst the highest risk
populations, groups and communities
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National Drowning Prevention Strategy

What are we proposing?

Every child should have the opportunity to learn to swim and
receive water safety education

Every community with water risks to have a community level risk
assessment and water safety plan

Increase awareness of everyday risks, in on and around water

All recreational activity organisations should have a clear
strategic risk assessment and plans that address key risks

Better understand water related self-harm
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Timeline & targets

received from
partners and
stakeholders

« Facilitated : * [nitiation of the * Stakeholder
workshops to development of consultation and
develop vision : the document of : buy in E
and purpose ; intent © «  Full strategy document to
§ NWSF work : go live as of January 2016
+ Strategy model : * Strategy and ¢ towards future
and coordinating state and beginto : Strategy launched to the
stakeholder group i define key goals  : wider audience and
maps f:onsultatlon and : and targets implemented
developed : Input :
«  Feedback

: * Development of
the full strategy
document
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Rationale

The reason why we're doing this

On average 400 people
drown in UK each year”

- 160 Coastal fatalities
- 240 Inland fatalities

There are a further 200
water related suicides™

There is also a further
100 ‘unknown’ water
related fatalities™

Each year there are on

average 10 commercial

water related fatalities
around the UK

*Figures from WAID
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A future without drowning

Prevent drowning in the UK by working in partnership to ensure consistent guidance for
the safe enjoyment and management of activities in, and around the water

Inputs and Enablers for

Drowning reduction
The resources the group requires

Activities for

Drowning reduction
What we're going to do to achieve
abjectives

Outputs

The deliverables the group will
produce

Sustained investment
and resources in
drowning prevention

Leadership and advocacy

Strategic partnerships
and networks

Subject matter expertise

High quality evidence and
data

Measuring success

Promote the importance of
school swimming
Work so that all children
experience swimming and
water safety in an open water
environment
Ensure messaging reaches
families as a whole.

Every child should have
the opportunity to learn
to swim and receive
water safety education at
primary school and
where required at Key
Stage 3

Ensure communities have a
standard methodology to
produce risk assessments and
planned and support
developing communities with
this process

Every community with
water risks to have a
community level risk

assessment and water

safety plan

Use advertising, ambient and
social media as well as FR and

Increase awareness of

advocacy to develop and everyday risks, in, on and
spread consistent safety around water
messaging
Support NGBs and organisa-
tions have a consistent ap-
proach and methodology to All recreational activity
risk assessments and plans e
organisations should
Assist NGBs and organisa- have a clear strategic risk
s '"ﬂ':ﬁe Wiz assessment and plans

Share best practice across and

support efforts to increase par-

ticipation

that address key risks

Develop stronger relationships
with mental health and allied
health experts, networks and

advocates
Learn what can be done, and
how we can further assist in
community settings.

Better understand water-
related self-harm

Impact
The longer term benefits we hope
10 See. A reduction/improvement
of the problem towards the vision

Aspirational targets

50% reduction in
drowning fatalities by
2026

Reduce risk amongst
the highest risk
populations, groups
and communities




National Drowning Prevention Strategy

Measuring Success

* Reducing risk rate

* Changes in behaviour amongst target audiences

e Reduction of absolute fatalities
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National Drowning Prevention Strategy

Themes

* Demographics
 Communities and Environments
* Recreational and Everyday Activities

 Behaviours
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Thanks & Questions
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A future without drowning:
The UK Drowning Prevention

Strategy

*“ Collaboratlon Is essentlal If
we are to succeed In reducing
fatalitles around the waters
of the UK”

www.nationalwatersafety.org.uk

Foreword

George Rawlinson

Chair - Mabiznal Witer Sabaly Eorum
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we are to succeed In reducing
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