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What is the National Water Safety Forum 
(NWSF)? 

• Established in 2006 with 
origins linked to the Dept 
for Transport Select 
Committee review  

• Work with 40 organisations 
and network of 300. 

• Developed the collation of 
statistics through WAID 



The numbers… 



The numbers… 



The numbers… 



What does the data/research tell us?  



What do the numbers mean? 



 

 

 

 

 

 



A Future Without Drowning 

 

 

What is the National Drowning Prevention 
Strategy for the UK? 
 

 



What are we proposing?  

• Every child should have the opportunity to learn to swim and 
receive water safety  education 
 

• Every community with water risks to have a community level risk 
assessment and water safety plan 
 

• Increase awareness of everyday risks, in on and around water 
 

• All recreational activity organisations should have a clear 
strategic risk assessment and plans that address key risks 

 

• Better understand water related self-harm 

 

 

 

 



• Facilitated 
workshops to 
develop vision 
and purpose 

 
• Strategy model 

and 
stakeholder 
maps 
developed 

• Initiation of the 
development of 
the document of 
intent 

 
• Strategy and 

coordinating 
group 
consultation and 
input 

 
 

• Stakeholder 
consultation and 
buy in 

 
• NWSF work 

towards future 
state and begin to 
define key goals 
and targets 

 
• Feedback 

received from 
partners and 
stakeholders 
 

• Development of 
the full strategy 
document 

 
 

 

• Full strategy document to 
go live as of January 2016 

 
• Strategy launched to the 

wider audience and 
implemented 



A future without drowning 

Prevent drowning in the UK by working in partnership to ensure consistent guidance for 
the safe enjoyment and management of activities in, and around the water 



Measuring Success 

• Reducing risk rate 

 

• Changes in behaviour amongst target audiences 

 

• Reduction of absolute fatalities  



Themes 

• Demographics 

 

• Communities and Environments 

 

• Recreational and Everyday Activities 

 

• Behaviours 

National Drowning Prevention Strategy  



Thanks & Questions 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


