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Policy drivers 
 DfT & Transport Select Committee inquiry  programme following 

incidents such as Swan capsize, from c.2000-06.  

 Latterly, flood programme re-looked at SAR capacity and coordination 

(DeFRA, Scottish Gov). 

 

Considered: 

 Responsibility and coordination 

 Evidence base 

 Capacity for self-regulation 

 Need/desire for state regulation  

 Conflicting views of ‘risk’ 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200405/cmselect/cmtran/322/322i.pdf 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/294524/0091079.pdf 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69489/2012-01-31-pb13705-pitt-review-progress.pdf 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/216159/dh_132362.pdf 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reclaiming-health-and-safety-for-all-lofstedt-report 

http://www.redtapechallenge.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/themehome/maritime/ 

All identified the need for agreed, independent evidence  on 

levels of harm and risk. 

 

Water safety is increasingly framed as a public health (and 

rights) issue.   

 

Good evidence  and coordination of effort is critical within 

this approach 
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A potted history... 
 

 Uncoordinated data. Multiple reports and views on level of harm ect 

 Lack of clarity as to whom actually is responsible (Transport SC / 

MAIB) 

 

 Specify and build WAID   

 Develop consensus on values, drivers, benefits and tolerability of risks 

(core members) 

 Leaver network and Government relationships  

 Increasingly use network/information to influence 

 

 Move towards a more outward/public facing strategy  

 Reshape to reflect above  

 



Structure and opportunities 

Coordinating Group 

Co-opted: RNLI,MCA, Scotland Rep 

Themed advisory groups 

Sea, Beach, Swim, Inland, 
Watersports, Communications 

WAID admin Project groups 

Exec support 

Funding, 
Governance 

group 

Reporting/ collaboration 

links to aligned networks: 

 

-UK SAR CC & Regions 

 - APPG accident 

prevention 

-ILSF/E 

 

Emerging networks: 

 

-Region/Local prev. groups (c.30) 

- CFOA water safety prevention 

- National risk management groups  

-APPG water safety 

-ILSF/E 

-WHO  



RoSPA’s mission is to save lives and reduce injuries 

WAter Incident Database (WAID) 

115,000 SAR reports         1000 press reports      300 Inquests/Investigations 

= 650 annual records of death in water (400 accidents)  

 

= 100,000+ known other severity events  

 

In one common and detailed format. 

 

 

 

http://i.guim.co.uk/static/w-620/h--/q-95/sys-images/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2012/11/25/1353839026124/3631dfca-3ef0-46cd-8242-9339ac27c48a-620.jpeg
http://media.defenceindustrydaily.com/images/AIR_S-92_UK_MCA_Boat_Exercise_CHC_lg.jpg


2004/5: 

-Circa 90% of fatal incidents captured in 

10 data silos. 

 

-Very little info shared, verified  or cross 

checked effectivly. 

 

- Taxonomy, process, resource, 

willingness, trust – all barriers. 

UK water related incident gap analysis (2006) 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/mca/v2_final_report_uk_incident_data_analysis.pdf 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/mca/v2_final_report_uk_incident_data_analysis.pdf


WAID development 

Working together for water safety 

 Underpin evidence based approach. Driven by its 

stakeholders 

 Remain independent of any one organisation or interest 

 Focus on risk based approaches 

 Broaden, improve service and self-service basis 

 

 

 Flexible approach to technical changes 

 Greater public facing aspect  

 Taxonomy aspect could be used as db, research hub? 

 





 



WAID Data Analysis & Reporting 

Working together for water safety 



The Tools 

Working together for water safety 
http://www.test.nationalwatersafety.org.uk/Reports/CasualtyIncidentRegionReport.aspx 



Data entry 

Working together for water safety 



Data entry cont.. 

Working together for water safety 


